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UNRESTING CELLS. By R. W. Gerard. Harper & Brothers,
New York, 1940. Pp. xv + 439. $3.
It is not often that a book can be recommended in unqualified terms.
This new book by Professor Gerard of Chicago is a unique achievement. It
is a superlative exposition in clear, understandable, non-technical language of
the essential processes of living. It can be read with profit by almost anyone;
it should be required reading for everyone who hopes to consider himself
educated. No college student should be allowed to graduate without having
read it from cover to cover. Not only is it simply and clearly written, but
it is packed so full of information that every trained biologist and medical
man can read it with profit.
The book starts with a brief consideration of the possible origin of life
and then moves on to describe the building-blocks of living organisms and to
consider the architecture which defines the form of living things. The
processes involved in the construction of living material are described in a
peculiarly significant chapter on the enzymes. The necessary part which
energy plays in what Professor Gerard so succinctly calls "molecular traffic"
makes fascinating reading. From the consideration of the processes involved
in the establishment of form and function, the reader is led gently and firmly
through the mysteries of action and reaction of the living system until, in
the latter part of the book, he is shown in illuminating fashion that most
fundamental of all problems, the problem of organization.
The book closes with a consideration of the part which "inherited mole-
cules" play in the living organism and leaves the reader with a sense of not
only having heard a superb story but also of having been introduced to and
brought into contact with that rarest of all things, a first-class mind. Not the
least of the intriguing aspects of the book is Professor Gerard's choice of
words and similies. These latter are so simple and direct that they make
crystal clear the most abstruse problems. The illustrations are excellent and
help greatly to make the book amusing as well as interesting, understandable
as well as informative. The book is indexed but not documented.
H. S. BURR.
THE MEDICAL REPORTS OF JOHN Y. BASSETT, M.D. THE
ALABAMA STUDENT. With an Introduction by Daniel C. Elkin.
Charles C Thomas, 1941. Pp. x + 62. $1.50.
To those familiar with the Osler essays published under the title An
Alabama Student this little text provides a sort of foot-note; it affords an
opportunity to read those pages which have served to preserve the name of558 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
John Y. Bassett through the medium of Osler's essay. Osler was impressed,
and he accorded Bassett the title An Alabama Student; it seems a trifle unfair
to either Osler or Alabama to change, on the title-page of the present volume,
the "An" to the more definite "The." It is unfortunate, also, to note that
the present text is not an exact reprinting of the paper as it appeared in its
original form in the Southern Medical Reports. But neither are the excerpts
from the original as presented in the Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin and in
the "An Alabama Student" exact transcriptions, so that one more attempt to
improve on the good Doctor Bassett's literary efforts is not out of order.
However, too much importance must not be attached to such minor
points; the fact remains that here we have the views and the philosophy of a
genuine physician. A place should be made on the book-shelf for this small
volume to snuggle in between Aequtimitas and An Alabama Student.
GEO. H. SMITH.
PRINCIPLES OF GENETICS. By E. Grace White. The C. V.
Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1940. Pp. 352. $2.50.
It is amazing that the publishers should issue such a volume at a time
when numerous good text-books on genetics are available to students, and to
the authors of other text-books. Far from measuring up to the claims of its
publishers-"a new and original book," contains "all the new developments
in Genetics," etc.-this volume is gravid with misconception and replete
with errors of fact. It is difficult to understand how the author could get so
far off when the elementary facts of genetics are so readily accessible. A few
examples will suffice-blood group inheritance is ascribed to duplicate factors,
an interpretation dropped years ago; lethal effects of chromosome aberrations
are ascribed to the "absence of alleles at synapsis"; position effect is said to
be the change in crossing over found when positions of genes are changed;
in discussing the heredity of tumors in Drosophila the tumors are said to
arise from "embryonic rest cells, or neoplasms"! Definitions, when not
erroneous, are often misleading, e.g., those of phenotype, multiple alleles, etc.
Likewise the exposition is all too frequently unclear. Further, many of the
numerous illustrations are poorly reproduced-the bad impression this gives
is accentuated by the greenish stock on which the book is printed. It is to be
hoped that the publishers will withdraw this edition for correction and revision.
D. F. POULSON.
THE PHARMACOLOGICAL BASIS OF THERAPEUTICS. By Louis
Goodman and Alfred Gilman. The Macmillan Co., New York,
1941. Pp. 1383. $12.50.
This is without doubt one of the outstanding medical works of the past
decade and should take rank with such favorites as Best and Taylor's